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For over two decades, the Southern

African Wildlife College has been training
conservationists from around the region and
setting the standard for conservation practices.
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“Before | studied at the Southern African Wildlife
College [SAWC], all | knew was apprehending suspects,
arresting them and taking them to court,” says Armstrong
Chinga, a senior wildlife police officer at Liuwa Plain
National Park in Zambia. “Doing this course has turned my
way of thinking upside down. Conservationisn’t just about
knowing which animalis which. It's about community, it's
about vegetation, it's about climate change.”

South Africa’s SAWC was founded to plug the gapin
conservation management courses in southern Africa.
“Most universities offer degrees in conservation,” says
Dr Yolanda Pretorius, who heads up the SAWC's Higher
Education and Training programs, “but our Higher
Education courses are about molding the rangers of today
so they can become the decision-makers of the future.”

Since its inception, the SAWC has broadened its scope
to include numerous occupational offerings, like a six-
week field ranger course that focuses on the practical side

of law enforcement, such as map reading and evidence
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A lecture at the SAWC. Students at the college hail from across
southern Africa (opposite). In addition to imparting conservation
expertise, the SAWC teaches computer literacy and administrative
skills (above). The SAWC’s library and resource center (right).
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collection; the Youth Access: Bridging Program, aimed

at bringing disadvantaged youth into the conservation
sector, and the National Certificate: Nature Conservation:
Resource Guardianship course, which offers a path toward
combining conservation and community development.
The college’s applied learning approach sets it apart.
This is particularly true of the Higher Certificate in
Nature Conservation: Conservation Implementation
and Leadership and the follow-on Advanced Certificate
in Nature Conservation: Trans-Frontier Conservation
Management courses. “Our courses focus on what
rangers and conservation practitioners actually do,” says
Pretorius. “Students walk out knowing how to setup a
budget ... build a drainage culvert, understand different
ecosystems and manage eroded areas.” Moreover,
because the college is located near Kruger National Park,
South Africa’s largest game reserve, “Students encounter
real-life situations as they occur, be they ecological,

community or poaching-related,” Pretorius adds.
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NATURE AND NURTURE Both yearlong certificates
comprise two college blocks and 16 weeks at students’
workplaces. During the college blocks, days are mainly
spentin the classroom, but students don’t have to venture
far to put theory into practice, heading to the savanna to do
avegetation transect or shadowing the on-site canine unit
to learn how dogs can be used to counter poaching.

The Higher Certificate curriculum covers both basic
skills like administration and computer literacy and core
conservation skills such as ecology, flora and fauna,
legislation and management principles. Meanwhile,
the Advanced Certificate curriculum includes modules
on conservation planning, ecotourism, trans-frontier
conservation and resource economics.

Besides Pretorius, the SAWC’s Higher Education
Program also counts Fanuel Nleya as part of its
permanent academic staff. The Zimbabwean'’s background
as afield ranger gives him a special understanding of the

challenges students face. Additionally, external experts
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An SAWC instructor examines elephant dung during a lesson in the
field (left). Students analyze the bark of a tree while learning about
regional vegetation (below). An instructor and students take partin

anti-poaching patrol training (opposite).
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are used every year — the college’s proximity to Kruger
National Park ensures a high caliber — and the SAWC also
draws on its own resources. Its HR manager lectures the
HR component of the course, for example, and a resident
bird-watching aficionado covers that aspect.

Each class takes 25 students, who hail from throughout
southern Africa and are selected from lists provided
by national conservation authorities and students’
employers. Applicants must have worked in conservation
for at least three years and be proficient in English.

Brave Madise, an assistant parks and wildlife officer
from Lengwe National Park in Malawi, says his course “is
preparing me as a manager, someone who can hold that
senior position.” Meanwhile, Tamsen Jeftha, a senior field
ranger from Table Mountain National Park in Cape Town,
enthuses about the international atmosphere and says her
course is showing her that conservation “can be done in a
way that can support both nature and community.”
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